
Students in Jefferson County Public Schools in Denver, Colorado, line up for a healthy school lunch. 
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ABOUT THIS REPORT 

 

This report compares meals served and reimbursements in the National School Lunch Program (NSLP), School Breakfast Program (SBP), and 

Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) in the first school year during which the pandemic began (SY 2019-20) to the first full school year of the 

pandemic (SY 2020-21). The reasoning behind the focus on these specific time periods is to compare full school years to determine some of the 

effects of the COVID-19 pandemic on school nutrition program participation and finances.  

 

The data used is publicly available USDA Food and Nutrition Service (FNS) data from the June 2021 and September 2020 Keydata Reports (see 

footer for references). The USDA summary pages of the Keydata reports note that, “This report data is based in part on preliminary data submitted 

by various reporting agencies. User should anticipate changes in future reports as reporting agencies finalize data.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 

  

https://www.fns.usda.gov/data/June-2021-keydata-report
https://www.fns.usda.gov/data/June-2021-keydata-report
https://www.fns.usda.gov/data/january-keydata-report-september-2020-data
https://www.fns.usda.gov/data/january-keydata-report-september-2020-data
https://www.fns.usda.gov/data/june-2021-keydata-report
https://www.fns.usda.gov/data/september-2020-keydata-report


 

Sources: USDA Food and Nutrition Service (FNS) June 2021 Keydata Report published September 10, 2021. Available at: https://www.fns.usda.gov/data/June-2021-keydata-

report. USDA Food and Nutrition Service (FNS) September 2020 Keydata Report, published January 27, 2021. Available at: https://www.fns.usda.gov/data/january-keydata-

report-september-2020-data 

 

This report data is based in part on preliminary data submitted by various reporting agencies. User should anticipate changes in future reports as reporting agencies finalize data.  
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Meals Served 

There were 676,899,359 fewer meals (breakfasts and lunches) served in SY 2020-21 as compared to SY 2019-20. This amounts to a 10.94% loss in 

meals served.   

Figure 1. Total Meals Served (NSLP Lunches, SBP breakfasts, and SFSP Meals): SY 2019-20 vs. SY 2020-21  
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Figure 2. Total Meals Served (NSLP Lunches, SBP breakfasts, and SFSP Meals) by Month: SY 2019-20 vs. SY 2020-21  

 

 

 

September October November December January February March April May June

SY 19-20 810,147,297 888,442,330 688,339,569 599,683,244 760,946,955 739,173,699 523,284,358 431,814,762 430,923,624 315,376,251

SY 20-21 439,492,147 582,087,776 510,700,490 462,078,130 531,055,345 536,716,472 688,121,852 693,934,524 681,227,866 385,818,128

810.1
888.4

688.3
599.7

760.9 739.2

523.3
431.8 430.9

315.4

439.5

582.1
510.7

462.1
531.1 536.7

688.1 693.9 681.2

385.8

0

100

200

300

400

500

600

700

800

900

1,000

A
ll 

M
e

a
ls

 S
e

rv
e

d M
ill

io
n

s

SY 19-20 SY 20-21

https://www.fns.usda.gov/data/June-2021-keydata-report
https://www.fns.usda.gov/data/June-2021-keydata-report
https://www.fns.usda.gov/data/january-keydata-report-september-2020-data
https://www.fns.usda.gov/data/january-keydata-report-september-2020-data


 

Sources: USDA Food and Nutrition Service (FNS) June 2021 Keydata Report published September 10, 2021. Available at: https://www.fns.usda.gov/data/June-2021-keydata-
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Table 1. Total Meals Served (NSLP Lunches, SBP breakfasts, and SFSP Meals): SY 2019-20 vs. SY 2020-21 
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In SY 2019-20, SFSP meals accounted for 12.06% percent of total meals served. In SY 2020-21, SFSP meals accounted for 54.07% percent of total 

meals served, an increase of 42.01% of all meals served. 

 

Figure 3. Meal Type as Share of Total Meals: SY 2019-20 vs. SY 2020-21 

 

 
Note: ‘SFSP Total’ includes both SFSP Lunches and Breakfasts. 

 

 

SFSP Total NSLP Lunches SBP Meals

SY 2019-20 12.06% 56.87% 31.08%

SY 2020-21 54.07% 27.06% 18.87%
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The number of total lunches served in SY 2020-21 was down 17.76%, or 692,975,102 lunches, compared to SY 2019-20.  

 

Figure 4. Total Lunches Served by Month: SY 2019-20 vs. SY 2020-21 

 

 

 

September October November December January February March April May June

SY 19-20 537,708,383 587,487,894 453,954,083 398,292,745 506,739,815 489,755,647 325,268,713 220,885,284 219,716,766 162,462,749

SY 20-21 256,721,563 339,189,572 292,956,777 260,917,214 308,865,358 314,562,529 405,275,137 414,625,287 405,774,872 210,408,668
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The number of total breakfasts served in SY 2020-21 increased 0.70%, or 16,075,743 breakfasts, compared to SY 2019-20. 

Figure 5. Total Breakfasts Served by Month: SY 2019-20 vs. SY 2020-21 
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Reimbursement 
 

Total reimbursements for NSLP lunches, SBP breakfasts, and SFSP meals in SY 2020-21 were up 9.25%, or $1,450,522,640, compared to SY 2019-

20.*   
 

Figure 6. Total NSLP, SBP, and SFSP Lunch and Breakfast Reimbursements ($): SY 2019-20 vs. SY 2020-21 

 
 
*Note: The share of SFSP meals increased from 12.06% to 54.07% from SY 2019-20 to SY 2020-21. SFSP meals are reimbursed at a higher rate than NSLP/SBP meals. Click here 

for SFSP reimbursement rates and NSLP/SBP reimbursement rates. 
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Table 2. Total Reimbursements for NSLP Lunches, SBP breakfasts, and SFSP Meals ($): SY 2019-20 vs. SY 2020-21 
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